Development of genetic hypotheses in essential hypertension.
Essential hypertension illustrates the formidable task presented by the identification of genetic determinants of common disease. Making an initial genetic inference may prove difficult enough; the subsequent demonstration of functional significance at various levels of biological integration may be even more challenging. We review three instances in which an initial genetic inference has led to the development of testable hypotheses pursued at increasingly higher levels of biological organization. These include the adducin, the G protein beta3 subunit, and the angiotensinogen hypotheses.